
*see NICE CG 185 and ESC guidelines for STEMI

PCI – Percutaneous Coronary Intervention

PPCI – Primary PCI

Optimal pathway

Adult reperfusion therapy
(STEMI)

STEMI

Presents to ambulance service  
or to hospital with no PPCI

Hospital  
providing PPCI 24/7

Immediate angiography ± PCI

No PPCI hospital  
available or accessible  

in acceptable timeframe*

Failed  
thrombolysis

Successful 
thrombolysis

Pre-hospital or in-hospital  
fibrinolytic therapy

Immediate 
transfer to  

24/7 PPCI hospital 
for rescue PCI

Angiography ±
PCI during same 

admission


