
Level Task orientated capability Knowledge orientated capability Patient management capability

1

Performs task under direct supervision. Very limited knowledge; requires considerable 
guidance to solve a problem within the area. 

Can take history, examine and arrange 
investigations for straightforward case (limited 
differential diagnosis). Can initiate emergency 
management and continue a management 
plan, recognising acute divergences from the 
plan. Will need help to deal with these.

2

Performs task in straightforward circumstances, 
requires help for more difficult situations. 
Understands indications and complications  
of task. 

Sound basic knowledge; requires some 
guidance to solve a problem within the area. 
Will have knowledge of appropriate guidelines 
and protocols. 

Can take history, examine and arrange 
investigations in a more complicated case.  
Can initiate emergency management. In a 
straightforward case, can plan management 
and manage any divergences in short term.  
Will need help with more complicated cases.

3

Performs task in most circumstances, will  
need some guidance in complex situations.  
Can manage most complications, has a good 
understanding of contraindications and 
alternatives.

Advanced knowledge and understanding;  
only requires occasional advice and assistance 
to solve a problem. Will be able to assess 
evidence critically. 

Can take history, examine and arrange 
investigations in a more complex case in a 
focused manner. Can initiate emergency 
management. In a most cases, can plan 
management and manage any divergences. 
May need specialist help for some cases.

4 Independent (consultant) practice. Expert level of knowledge. Specialist.
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